














/ 1

ol A WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

1 2/
UNITED STATES
In reply, please refer to: DEPARTMENT OF TUR INTERIOR
612 - 1331 Third Avenue Building
Evac. Prop. Seattle 1, Washington

Dec. 13, 1944

MEMORANDUM TO: Guy Robertson, Project Director
ATTENTION: Harvey Burnett, Property Officer

SUBJECT: Minoru Tamesa

In response to your memorandum of November 20, 1944, regard-
ing a problem of the above subject evacuee at Sunnydale, we can now
report as follows:

Although Mr,. Nims is awey much of the time, his profession being
that of a painter-paperhanger as Mr, Tamesa knew, we find that this
family is taking much better care of the property than had apparently
been reported.

Plowing, cultivating, pruning and spraying has been done, and
assurance was given that such work would be continued. Mr. Tamesa will
of course understand that he could hardly expect this work to be done
as effeciently as he could, and would do it himself, but all in 8ll,
we feel that his property could very easily have fallen into far less
considerate hands. Were it at all possible to secure experienced help
on this type of work anywhere in this erea at this time, we are con-
fident that Mr. Nims would do so. Under present conditions, however,
he is doing the best he can, and we hope that Mr. Temess will not be-
come too greatly concerned over adverse neighborhood reports.

Claude G. Walker
Area Superviser

ol Lsericr

By George N. Worden
Property Officer




Heart Mountain Heloecation Center
Heart Mountein, Wyoming

Ogtober u; 19uh
My, H, B, Mae
2% South 156 Street
Heattle 84, Vashington
Dear Nr, lles; Subject: lease of Froperty

¥r, Taness of this center handed ua your letter of Usteder
4, in reference to your contimuing on with the lessing of the
Tomesa fara iu accordance with the agreesent you had with his in
the past,

te of §30 per month, He feels that under this remtal
you » in ordinary sensens to make $2000 net jrofit
from the potentinl) croy avallsdle on the form, Hewever, in order
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Due to your having continually remsined on the
since evaguation, Nr, Tenesa will much prefer to have you centinue
leasing the property.

Ny, Tamsan sends sreetings to you, wighing you s prefitable
year in 1945,

Very Sruly yours,




Hovember 20, 194k

=

CRITRLL, RROICH
Heart Houwntein Helogation Center

Heart Mountain, ¥yroming
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CHARLES E.PATTERSON-1939
TOM S. PATTERSON
HIRAM S. PATTERSON

PATTERSON & PATTERSON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1921-5 SMITH TOWER

SEATTLE,4, WASHINGTON

March 2, 1944,

Mr. Minoru Tamesa,
14-2«B

Heart Mountain,
Cody, Wyoming.

Re: King County vs. Aiko Yokota, et al.
Dear Sir:

In connection with the above matter, we have been
unable as yet to get the County to agree to pay us any
money, and we have made application to the Court for a con-
tinuance of the matter until April 4th next, which the
Court has granted.

Yours truly,

TomS. Patterson

TSP/E




Heart Mountain Relocation Center
Heart Ilguuin. VWyoming
14 .23

Arril 19, 1944

Mr. Adam Beller
Attorney at Law

1510 - 1511 Smith Tower
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. Beeler:

3 Reference is made to your comsunication of Avril
10, 1444, regarding the outcome of condemmation Yro-
ceedings instituted by King County in establishing a
highway across my Droverty.

Although I had hoved damages in the amount of
at least $500.00, I am nevertheless "Mlensed with the
verdid in awarding me comvensation in the amount of
$336.00, It is my intention to ascert, and you may
nroceed to draw the judgement and have it entered in
order to obtain the money for me.

Please rroceed with the matter.

Very truly yours,

Hinoru Tamesa
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Q /)J\ WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
612-1331 Third Avenue Building
In reply, please refer to: Seattle, 1, Washington

Evac. Prop.

April 17, 1944

MEMORANDUM TO: Guy Robertson, Project Director
Heart Mountain Relocation Center

ATTENTION: Harvey Burnett, Property Officer

SUBJECT: Minoru Tamesa - Condemnation Proceedings

Judge Adam Beeler, attorney, representing lir, Tamesa
undoubtedly has notified his client that on April 8, 1944 the
Jury in Superior Judge Roger J. Meakim's court awarded Minoru
Tamesa the sum of $336.00 for approximately a half acre of
ground which will be taken for the right of way for the
extension of South 156th Street between First and Eighth Avenues
South.

Our Mr. Hagen was subpoerféd to appear in connection with
the case, and discussed the matter at length with Mr. Beeler
prior to the trial. Mlr. Hagen was not called upon to testify.
Sufficient evidence was available from real estate appraisors
obtained by Mr. Beeler.

We quote from the Seattle P.I. April 8, 1944, "Condem-
nation awards yesterday to two Japanese land owners were viewed by
Leo J. Peden, aid to Prosecutor Shorett, as evidence that even in
war time an American jury can be more than fair to Americans of
Japanese origin'".

It appearing that this office has completed the assistance
required by Mr. Tamesa in connection with the condemnation proceed-
ings, we are herewith closing this portion of the case.

Claude G. Walker
Acting Sen. Property -Supervisor

By Shéldon G. Hagen
roperty Supervisor




ADAM BEELER
LAW OFFICES
ISIO—ISI1 SMITH TOWER
SEATTLE

MAIN 244

April 10,1944

Mr., Minora Tamessa
14-2-B8

War Relocation Center
Heart #ountain, “yoming

Degr Sir:

Your mase went to trial on Tuesday, April 4th, and it was
concluded on April 7th, about 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon,
at which time the jury brought in a verdict, and awarded
compensation to you in the sum of $336,00, and to Mr. iraki,
whom I did not represent, but whose case was tried at the
seme time as yours, in the sum of $600.00.

It was an extremely difficult case to try. The Prosecuting
Attorney had two expert witnesses who testified that the
construction of this road would increase the value of the
premises--one stating in the amount of $1139.00 and the
other placed the figure at $1600.00.

I have given Mr. Paterson a report on the matter and he doubtless
will be writing you within the next few days giving you his
opinion as to the outcome of the case.

‘he attorney who represented MMr. Araki has advised me that they
are not going to appeal the case, but will accept the amount
awarded. In my opinion you should do likewise. If you con-
clude to do so, then please so advise me and I shall then draw
the judgment and hLave it entered and obtain the money for you.

Ver;f try@yours, ey

I BEELER

AB k




April 1, 1944

Heart Hountain, Wyoming

Heart Mountein Reloeation Center
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{f we gon be of further sssistence, vlease ss advise,
Very truly yours,

-u'.l.’r-.li-"lum

Enclosure Mo, 6181




Merch 29,1944

Mr. Harvey burnett

Evacuee Property Officer

VWar Relocation Authority

Central Region

Heart Mountain Relocation Center
Heart Mountain, Wyoming

Dear Sir:

This letter will be signed by my secretary, as I am compelled
to go to an adjoining county this afternoon on the trial of

a case.

A few days ago Mr, Tom S, Pauteraon, an attorney, requested
that I repreaent Mr, lamesa. 1 was indeed hesitalt (o assume
that responsibility. Howsver, as an accommodation to ir.
Patterson I have agreed wlth him that I will do everything in
my power for Mr, Tamesa,

For your information I am enclosing a copy of a letter written
to Mr., lamesa, which was dictated and prepared by Mr. Patterson
upon my atatianery, and has been mailed to him,

1 have reviewed the correspondence that has passed between you
and lir. Patiterson, and note what you have to say concerning this
particular Japanono. I am also enclosing you & copy of a letter
which I malled Mr. Temesa today, together with & copy of the
Affidavit which he is to aign.

In my opinion it ias very essential to find out whether he ias
married; 1f so, the name of his wiis, whether she ia American
born and a citizen of this countrys fow long they lived in King
County, Washingbon, how.long they had owned and operated this
land and all of tho details along that line.

-l-




You may change the wording of this Affidavit to conform with

the actual facts, have Mr, Tamesa sign 1%, and have it sworn
to before a Notary Public, end return 1t to me by air meail,

If he is married, have his wife sign an Affldavit also.

Vory_ truly yours,

ADAM BEELER
AB k




ADAM BEELER
LAW OFFICES
I510-1511 SMITH TOWER
SEATTLE

AR o March 29, 1944

Mr. Minora Tamesa
14=2=B

War Relocation Center
Heart Mountain, Wyoming

Dear Sir:

I have on this date written to Mr. Harvey Burnett, Evacuee
Property Officer, Heart Mountain, Wyoming, as per copy en-
closed, with instructions that he interview you and your
wife, if you are married, and prepare the Arfidavits for
each of you to sign, and then return them to my office.

I think the letter written to Mr. Burnett, together with
the letter written by Mr. Patterson, will be sufficient.

Pleagase let me hear from you immediately.

AB k




ADAM BEELER
LAW OFFICES
ISI0-IS11 SMITH TOWER
SEATTLE

MAIN 1244 March 29 ,1944:

4
RecevED

MAR 31 (s
wRA
maiL DESK
HEART MOUNT
WYOMING

Mr. Harvey Burnett

Evacuee Property Officer

War Relocation Authority

Central Region

Heart Mountain Relocation Center
Heart Mountain, Wyoming

Dear Sir:

This letter will be signed by my secretary, as I am compelled
to go to an adjoining county this afternoon on the trial of
a case.

A few days ago Mr. Tom S. Patterson, an attorney, requested
that I represent Mr. Tamesa. I was indeed hesitamt to assume
that responsibility. However, as an accommodation to lir.
Patterson I have agreed with him that I will do everything in
my power for Mr. Tamesa.

For your information I am enclosing a copy of a letter written
to Mr. Tamesa, which was dictated and prepared by Mr. Patterson
upon my stationery, and has been mailed to him.

I have reviewed the correspondence that has passed between you
and Mr. Patterson, and note what you have to say concerning this
particular Japanese. I am also enclosing you a copy of a letter
which I mailed Mr. Tamesa today, together with a copy of the
Affidavit which he is to sign.

In my opinion it i1s very essential to find out whether he is
married; if so, the name of his wife, whether she 1is American
born and a citizen of this country; how long they lived in King
County, Washington, how long they had owned and operated this
land and all of the details along that line,

¥,




March 29, 1944

'

O A
RECeIvED

Mr, Minora Tamesa
l4w2aB

War Relocation Center
Heart Hountain, Wyoming

Dear Sir:

I have on this date wrlitten to ¥r. Harvey Burnett, Evacuee
Property Officer, Heart Mountaln, Wyoming, as per copy en=
closed, with 1na£ructions thet he interview you and your
wife, if you are maprried, and prepare the Affidavits for
each of you to sign, and then return them to my office.

I think the letter written to Mr. Burnett, together with
the letter written by Mr, Patterson, will be sufficient.

Please let me hear from you lmmediately.
Very truly yours,

ADAM EEELER
AB k




You may change the wording of this Aifidavit to conform with
the actual facts, have Mr. Tamesa sign it, and have it sworn
to before a Notary Public, and return it to me by air mail.
If he is married, have his wife sign an 4ffidavit also.

Very tr

AB k




ADAM BEELER
LAW OFFICES
ISIO-ISII SMITH TOWER
{ SEATTLE

MAIN 1244 March 25, 1944

Mr. Minora Tamesa
14-2-B

Heart Mountain
Vody, Wyoming

Re: King County vs.
Aiko Yokota, et al

Dear ©ir:

Your case has been set for trial on Tuesday, April 4, 1944,

I find it impossible to give proper attention to the case,

and therefore 1 have turned over the files to Adam Beeler,

who was formerly Judge of the Superior Court of this County,
and thereafter was Judge of the Supreme Court for some time,
and then he retired to return to the private practice of

law. He has kindly consented to look after the case, provided,
of course that it is agreeable with you.

Judge Beeler and I discussed the merits of your case, and I
personally have had Mr. Herbert lonkin go up to the property
and he reports that the damage to your property is, in his
opinion, around $500.00. -

Judge Beeler took the view, and I think his suggestion is a good
one, that the case should be continued until you get your release
for two reasons:

l. Because of the fact that the war is still on, there
1s more or less a feeling of prejudice.

2. Because of the faet that you are unable to be present.
I am enclosing you herewith a rough draft of an Affidavit which
you are at liberty to change in any way you see fit. Have it
notarized by a Notary Public and return it by air mail so that
it will reach Judge Beeler the first part of the week.
I have written this letter upon his stationery so that you will
be familiar with n1is address. You may make your arrangements
direct with Judge Beeler as to the fees and compensation.

Very truly yours,

TSP k TOﬁ S. PATTERSON




CODPYeve

March 25, 1944

Mr., MinoriTamesa
14=2=B

WA
Heart Mountain ‘ MAIL DESK

Cody, Wyoming HEART MOUNTAIN

Re: King County vs.
Aiko Yokota, et al

Dear Sir:

Your case has been set for trial on Tuesday, April 4, 1944.

I find it impossible to give proper attention to the case,

and therefore I have turned over the files to Adam Beeler,

.who was formerly Judge of the Superior Court of this County,

. and thereafter was Judge of the Supreme Court for some time,
and then he retired to return to the private practice of

law. FHe has kindly consented to look after the case, provided,
of course, that it is agreeable with you.

Judge Beeler and I discussed the merits of your case, and I
personally have had Mr. Herbert Tonkin go up to the property
and he reports that the damage to your property is, in his
opinion, around 500.00,

Judge Beeler took the view, and I think his suggestion is a good
one, that the case should be continued until you get your release
for two reasons: :

1. Because of the fact that the war is still on, there
is more or less a feeling of prejudice.

2. Because of the fact that you are unable to be present.

I am enclosing you herewith a rough draft of an Affidavit which
you are at liberty to change in any way you see fit. Have it
notarized by a Notary Public and return it by air mail so that
it will reach Judge Beeler the first part of the week.

I have written this letter upon his stationery so that you will
be familiar with his address. You may make your arrangements
direct with Judge Beeler as to the fees and compensation.

Very truly yours,

TOM S. PATTERSON
TSP k




INTPHE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
FOR KING COUNTY

KING COUNTY, a Class "A"™ County of and
within the State of Washington,

Petltioner,

VS.

AIBO YOKOTA, a sminltar HsC. BELT
and FANNIE 5. me nis wife; TORU
ARAKI, and JANE DO' ARAKI, his wife;
MINOR( TOMESA, slso known as MINOLA TAMESA,
and JANE DOE TOMESA, his wife, et al

g

; No. 347552
; AFPIDAVIT
%

)

)

Respondenta.

STATE OF WYOMING )
88
County of g

MINORU TAMESA being Pirst duly sworn on his oathd eposes
and says:

Thet he 18 one of the defendanta in the sbove entitled
cause; that afflant is an American born Japénese, and a citizen
of the United States of Amerles, he having been born in the county
of s 8tate of 3 that he is

married and haas chlldren.
On oath afflant further states that sometime during the early
removed
part of 1942, affiant and his family were/from their home or land
in King County, Washington, and constantly sinece that time have
been and now are in the Heart Mountain Rg%%?ﬁtion Center, Heart
vl /(:;
o,
Mourntain, Wyoming; that by reason of nﬁe pnguent war between

United States and Japan he will be unable”%;~@tteﬁﬂ the trial by J
reason of his confinement at the Rel&@ation Gantan; that affiant

has reason to belleve, and does believa 3;& th;%%fore states the

fact to be that Dby resson of the war there 1g 2 prejudice to such

an extent that he cannot recelve a felr end impartial hearing or

-l





