
Echoes of History
Mistreatment and Incarceration  

in the American West

A Landmarks of American History and Culture workshop presented by  
the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation and the Mineta-Simpson Institute

For the third consecutive year, the Heart Mountain 
Wyoming Foundation is pleased to conduct workshops 

for educators sponsored by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. Visit our award-winning museum on the 

site of one of the 10 camps that held more than 125,000 
Japanese Americans during World War II.

For more information  
and how to apply:

Resources
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DOUGLAS W. NELSON
Douglas Nelson first arrived  
at Heart Mountain in 1968  
as a graduate student at the  
University of Wyoming. 

Virtually nothing remained at the  
site to indicate that 14,000 Japanese 
Americans once lived there. What  
he wrote about Heart Mountain 
turned into his master’s thesis and 
then this book, first published in 1976. 

He is the former president and CEO 
of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
the vice chair of the Heart Mountain 
Wyoming Foundation and a member 
of the board of The Carter Center.

He lives in rural Wisconsin 
with his wife, Linda.
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“Doug Nelson conducted the very first scholarship on Heart 
Mountain and the draft resistance of the Fair Play Committee, 
and I learned so much from his research into court documents 
and wartime newspapers. But his invaluable study first went 
unpublished, then could only be read in a hard-to-find historical 
society hardcover, so I’m thrilled to see his seminal work back in 
print for a new generation to learn from and enjoy.” 
 

FRANK ABE, Conscience and the Constitution and We Hereby Refuse: 
Japanese American Resistance to Wartime Incarceration

“Doug Nelson’s book was pathbreaking when first published,  
and the passage of time has diminished none of the accuracy or 
insight of its narration of the story of an American concentration 
camp. If the passage of time has done anything, it is to make 
the book a more urgent read for anyone seeking to understand 
the injustices that ignorance, fear, and intolerance can visit on 
Americans who believe, perhaps naively, that democracy will  
be there to protect them.” 
 

ERIC MULLER, author of Free to Die For Their Country,  
American Inquisition and Colors of Confinement 

“We believe the republication of Doug’s seminal book will not  
only deepen the experience of those who come to Heart Mountain, 
it will also bring the story to thousands more who cannot make  
that journey.”  
NORMAN MINETA, former Heart Mountain incarceree,  
U.S. House member and Cabinet official, 
and ALAN SIMPSON, former U.S. senator

When Douglas Nelson first 
set eyes on the site of the 
former Heart Mountain War 
Relocation Center, virtually 
nothing remained of what was 
once Wyoming’s third-largest 
city and home to almost 14,000 
Japanese Americans forced 
from their homes on the West 
Coast and incarcerated in 
northwestern Wyoming. 

He soon resolved to change that.  
This book, first published in 1976,  
was the first detailed account of life  
for those prisoners at Heart Mountain 
and the racism that caused it. It was 
only until they read Heart Mountain:  
The History of an American 
Concentration Camp that some former 
incarcerees learned the truth of their 
exile and imprisonment. 

As the vice chair of the Heart 
Mountain Wyoming  Foundation, 
Douglas Nelson led the efforts to  
build what is now a world-class 
museum on the Heart Mountain site. 

The Foundation is proud to bring this 
new and updated edition of Nelson’s 
seminal book to the public.

All proceeds from the sale of this edition will go 
to the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation

$29.95 DOUGLAS W. NELSON

Setsuko’s Secret: 
Heart Mountain and the Legacy of the 

Japanese American Incarceration 

by Shirley Ann Higuchi

Heart Mountain:  
The History of an American  

Concentration Camp 

by Douglas W. Nelson

Light One Candle:  
A Survivors Tale  

from Lithuania to Jerusalem

by Solly Ganor


