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When I was a child, I believed Heart 
Mountain was a place of love. My moth-
er told me it was where she and my dad 
had met. And then there was the name it-
self: Heart Mountain. After she died, our 
friend, former Heart Mountain internee 
and fellow Board Member Shig Yabu, told 
me she had spoken at a board meeting 
about the importance of building some-
thing to commemorate what 
had happened at the site. As 
we begin a new year, I think 
about how far we have come 
since then and I believe that 
my mother—and other for-
mer internees who are no 
longer with us—would be 
proud to see what we have 
built. 

Over the years, the Heart 
Mountain community has 
grown. We have welcomed 
many new friends to our In-
terpretive Center. This year alone, we met 
many new people, including more than 
12,000 visitors who walked through our 
exhibits. In May, we welcomed our new 
Executive Director, Brian Liesinger. In 
June, thanks to our friend, Judge Steven 
Cranfill, we celebrated new American citi-
zens in the first Naturalization Ceremony 
held at the Center. In July, we brought 
together more than 200 friends new and 
old for our annual pilgrimage. Our new 
victory garden, the James O. Ito Historic 
Garden, was beginning to flourish, under 
the supervision of Facilities Manager Kim 
Barhaug, Master Gardener Bob Prchal and 
many volunteers. We developed a strong 
friendship with ABC Reporter David Ono 
and Producer Jeff MacIntyre, who created 
a documentary about Heart Mountain. In 
August, we celebrated the culmination of 
the Interpretive Center’s second year in 
operation. In October, we brought Heart 
Mountain to an event in Washington, 
D.C., with the support of the  law firm 
Epstein Becker Green, and, in collabora-
tion with the National Parks Conversation 
Association, held events in Jackson Hole, 
Wyo. As 2013 came to an end, we reached 
the 1,000-follower mark on Facebook. 

In 2014, we continue to share the story 
of Heart Mountain both at the Interpre-

A Place of Love: Board Chair Shirley Ann Higuchi

tive Center and around the country. On 
February 22, starting at 4 p.m., we invite 
the West Coast community to join us for 
events at the Japanese American National 
Museum in Los Angeles. We will kick off 
the evening discussing day-to-day opera-
tions of the Interpretive Center and hope 
to answer any questions you may have 
about our accomplishments. We will pre-

miere the extended version of 
Witness: The Legacy of Heart 
Mountain, a documentary 
by Jeff and David, in which 
they feature the friendship 
between Senator Alan Simp-
son and Secretary Norman 
Mineta. Jeff and David will 
moderate a panel discussion 
after the film, and we will end 
the night with a cocktail re-
ception.

In June 2014, more than 
200 judges, lawyers and 

scholars will convene at our site for the 
26th Annual Meeting of the National Con-
sortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in 
the Courts. I thank our board members, 
Eric Muller, Aura Newlin, Kathy Yuille 
and Claudia Wade, who are working with 
me to plan for the meeting. Not only will 
we take part in a larger dialogue about the 
issues facing minorities in our courts and 
how we can improve our justice system, we 
will also share the story of Heart Mountain 
with people who will play a considerable 
role in ensuring that what happened here 
never happens again. We rely on these 
judges and lawyers to protect the rights of 
minorities now, in a way that the courts 
did not protect the rights of people like 
Fred Korematsu, Gordon Hirabayashi and 
Minoru Yasui.

On August 22–23, 2014, we will cel-
ebrate the lives of the Heart Mountain vet-
erans with our annual pilgrimage. Irene 
Hirano Inouye, who spoke at our Grand 
Opening with her husband, the late Sena-
tor Daniel K. Inouye, will return to our site 
as we recognize him for his service and 
support. Al and Norm, and many more, 
will join us for this momentous occasion. 
It is an honor for us to recognize both Sen-
ator Inouye and the other Nisei veterans 
for their heroism. We are working to reach 

out to veterans, and we hope you will get 
in touch if you are or someone you know 
is a Nisei veteran. (Please contact the staff 
at info@heartmountain.org.)

Heart Mountain was once a place of 
injustice, of sadness, of devastation. Yet,  
if not for Heart Mountain, my parents may 
have never met. If not for Heart Mountain, 
Al and Norm may have never become  
lifelong friends, and Jim and Toshi Ito  
may have never fallen in love and gotten 
married. 

Shig gave me a connection to my moth-
er when he told me she wanted something 
built at Heart Mountain. Just as he was 
once my mother’s friend, I am now proud 
to call him one of mine. As chair, I have 
gained priceless friendships and learned 
from talented leaders—including one of 
the top philanthropy experts in the na-
tion, distinguished professors of history 
and law, former internees who overcame 
oppression to become successful in their 
fields, important members of the Cody/
Powell communities and many more.

For better or for worse, Heart Moun-
tain is a place that connects us. It is the 
place where we keep alive the memory of 
our families and their experiences. It is the 
place to which we return, some of us every 
year, some of us every ten or twenty years. It 
is the place where we have met new friends 
and kept in touch with old friends, where 
we have united for a common cause. It is 
the place that holds the stories of 14,000 
people. For me, Heart Mountain is a place 
of love. Love is what protects the stories of 
the Heart Mountain internees so that they 
are never forgotten, by their families and 
by their country.

Thank you to all our generous donors 
and volunteers. Thank you to our dedicat-
ed board members and advisory council 
members. Thank you to our devoted staff. 
All of you go above and beyond to make 
our Interpretive Center the world-class 
museum it is. Thank you to those who re-
turn to Heart Mountain whenever you can 
and for helping ensure the story of Heart 
Mountain lives on for generations to come.

 
Board Chair Shirley Ann Higuchi welcomes 
your comments and can be reached at 
shiguchi@heartmountain.org.

Shirley Ann Higuchi
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After more than a decade serving on 
the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation 
Board, Secretary Rick Ewig has decided to 
step down.

“Rick has shown us tremendous loyalty 
and dedication over the years,” said Chair 
Shirley Ann Higuchi. “He was instru-
mental in the building of the Interpretive 
Center and has stood by us through many 
challenges and transitions. We greatly ap-
preciate his significant contributions to the 
Foundation and would not be where we are 
today without his help.”

Ewig is leaving to dedicate time to other 
pressing responsibilities and interests. He 
currently serves as the Associate Direc-
tor of the American Heritage Center at 
the University of Wyoming. He also acts 
as editor of the Annals of Wyoming: The 
Wyoming History Journal. He is passion-
ate about Wyoming history and culture 
and has published several articles, includ-
ing one on women’s suffrage in the state, as 
well as a book about the history of the Uni-
versity of Wyoming, called University of 
Wyoming, in The Campus History Series.

“My time on the Board has been so re-
warding professionally,” said Ewig. “I feel 

HMWF Leadership to Miss Longtime Board Member Rick Ewig
extremely fortunate to have 
been a part of the board and 
especially part of the creation 
of the Interpretive Center.”

Ewig joined the Board in 
2002 and became secretary of 
the board in 2010. A historian 
and archivist by trade, he 
has been actively involved in 
many aspects of the Founda-
tion. Acting Curator LaDon-
na Zall expressed gratitude 
for his help with the mainte-
nance and organization of the Foundation’s 
significant artifacts and archives. 

“He brought a wealth of information not 
only about Heart Mountain and about the 
role of museums and archives in the cultur-
al life of the state, but he also knows deeply 
about the history of Wyoming, which has 
been an enormous help to the Foundation,” 
said Vice-Chair Doug Nelson.

While the Foundation was in the midst 
of building the Interpretive Center, Ewig 
became a member of the Program Com-
mittee, which oversaw the creation of the 
permanent exhibit—one that has since won 
several awards. Ewig advised the commit-

tee on interpretive language 
and artifact use because of 
his experience working in ar-
chives. He also helped design 
strategies for engaging the 
Wyoming audience.

“He was (as he is in ev-
erything) a calm, wise, and 
centering presence on the 
committee,” said Program 
Committee Co-Chair Eric 
Muller. “And someone to 
whom I knew I could turn for 

sage advice at absolutely any point.” 
Most recently, Ewig has contributed sig-

nificantly to the committee charged with 
hiring Heart Mountain’s first archivist, who 
will start work this spring.

Though he will continue to be involved 
in the Foundation in other ways, his ab-
sence will be felt profoundly at board meet-
ings, at which he has been a dedicated par-
ticipant for more than a decade.

“It is a commonplace cliché to describe 
an admirable person as ‘a gentleman and 
scholar,”” said Nelson. “But Rick Ewig is ac-
tually one of those rare people who genu-
inely fits that description.”

Honorary Advisors
Norman Y. Mineta

Former U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Alan K. Simpson

U.S. Senator (ret.)

Staff
Brian Liesinger, Executive Director
Bethany H. Sandvik, Operations Manager
Kim Barhaug, Facilities Manager
Hana Maruyama, Communications Assistant

Board of Directors
Shirley Ann Higuchi, Chair
Douglas W. Nelson, Vice-Chair
Claudia Wade, Treasurer

Kris Horiuchi
Takashi Hoshizaki
Alan Kumamoto
Eric Muller
Allyson Nakamoto
R. Dana Ono

Pete Simpson
Shigeru Yabu
Kathleen Saito Yuille
LaDonna Zall
Aura Newlin

HEART MOUNTAIN 
WYOMING FOUNDATION

We will honor the service of veterans to our  
country, with recognition of soldiers from  
Heart Mountain. Events include an Honor Roll 
Memorial dedication, distinguished speakers, 
film screenings and banquet. Mark your  
calendars: registration opens April 15.

WE NEED YOUR HELP:
We are reaching out to veterans who may be able to attend our pilgrimage. If you are 
a Japanese American veteran and former internee or if you know someone who is, 
contact us at info@heartmountain.org or by phone at 307.754.8000.

Annual Pilgrimage:  
August 22–23, 2014 

Honoring  
Selfless Service

Rick Ewig

SAVE THE DATE
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Help build the Memory & Justice Fund for the future of the HMWF!
Cut out and mail the info below or call the HMWF at 307.754.8000 to make your tax 
deductible gift.

Name: ________________________________________________  qMr. qMrs. qMs. 

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ___________

Phone: _______________ Email: _________________________________________

                 AMOUNT OF GIFT: $ ____________
Method of Payment: q Cash q Check q Visa q Mastercard

Name (as it appears on card): ______________________________________________

CC#: _____________________________ Exp. Date: ___________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________ 

Walk family legacy aligned 
with Heart Mountain mission 
Walk family legacy aligned 

with Heart Mountain Mission  
It was an act of protest and defiance in 

1943 that has endeared Maurice Walk to 
the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation 
(HMWF). And it is through continued 
commitment by his family that we remem-
ber his courageous act and are poised to 
ensure the long-term sustainability of the 
Heart Mountain World War II Japanese 
American Confinement Site.  

In late 1942, with 120,000 people of 
Japanese ancestry incarcerated in camps 
across the country, Mr. Walk, a young Chi-
cago lawyer, was hired by the War Reloca-
tion Authority (WRA). He served as one of 
two advisors on legal issues arising from 
the forced removal and confinement of 
West Coast Japanese Americans. 

Early on, he questioned the constitu-
tionality the WRA’s actions and was con-
cerned about the effect on fundamental 
civil liberties of Japanese Americans. Walk 
warned his superiors about the arguments 
of his other advisor, James McLaughlin, in 
favor of the forced relocation of Japanese 
Americans. He wrote, “By setting no con-
ceptual limitations upon military author-
ity over civilians under the war powers, 
McLaughlin’s approach would do nothing 
to restrain, but would rather encourage 
military absolutism in time of war.”

Failing to persuade his colleagues of the 
dangers of the WRA’s procedures, Walk 
courageously resigned in protest of the vio-
lation of Japanese Americans’ rights.

More than sixty years later, Maurice 
Walk’s family, led by daughters Margot and 
Cynthia, reaffirmed their commitment to 
the former internees and to ensuring that 
this country does not make a similar mis-
take in the future. 

The Marguerite A. Walk Foundation 
has been a major supportor of the Heart 
Mountain Wyoming Foundation, giv-
ing a timely donation that launched the  
HMWF’s $5 million Capital Campaign to 
build the Interpretive Center. Ultimately, 
this gift would pave the way for the con-
struction and opening of Heart Mountain’s 
world-class museum in 2011.

“Had the Walks not stepped forward 
with this early pledge of support, we prob-
ably wouldn’t have gained the momentum 
to get that job done,” said HMWF Vice-
Chair Doug Nelson.

More recently, the Walk family pledged 
an additional $250,000 to support the  
HMWF’s endowment fund. The Memory 
and Justice Fund will ensure the HMWF 
fulfills the mission of educating the public 
about this violation of civil rights and sup-
porting programs and scholarship about 
this period of American history. 

At a reception in Jackson Hole, Wyo., 
on Oct. 19, 2013, the HMWF leadership 
publicly thanked the Walk family for their 
steadfast support. Margot Walk, daughter 
of Maurice Walk, spoke about the impor-
tance of the Foundation, not only to the 
country, but also to her family. The Walk 
family’s contributions extend beyond mon-
etary support: they have advocated for the 
rights of Japanese Americans since World 
War II. 

In addition to the $250,000 donated by 
the Walk family, the endowment fund has 
received a gift of $250,000 from William I. 
Higuchi, a former Heart Mountain intern-
ee and Chairman of Lipocine, Inc., as well 
as numerous other individual and fam-
ily donations amounting to an additional 
$220,000. The HMWF has also received 
an anonymous challenge grant, which will 
match any new endowment contributions 
that are secured in 2014, up to $250,000. 

“We are asking friends and supporters 
as well as interested institutions to help us 
meet this challenge grant of $250,000,” said 
Nelson. The endowment committee aims 
to raise $1.25 million by the end of 2014. 

With the current gifts of the Walk family, 
the Higuchi family and the many other 
individuals, the Foundation is more than 
halfway there. 

“The Heart Mountain Wyoming Foun-
dation was created to play a significant role 
in educating the country about the World 
War II experience of Japanese Americans, 
as well as to serve as an honest and inde-
pendent voice in describing what the Japa-
nese Americans endured during World 
War II,” explained Nelson. “The Memory 
and Justice Endowment Fund will allow 
that independent voice to remain loud and 
clear for decades to come.”

PHOTO BY BRIAN LIESINGER
Margot Walk speaks at an event in Jackson Hole, 
Wyo., after being recognized by the HMWF’s 
leadership for her family’s contributions. 
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incarceration. Many judges from the D.C. 
courts and from courts around the coun-
try attended, as well as members of the 
District of Columbia Bar and local Heart 
Mountain supporters. Chief Judge Richard 
W. Roberts of the Federal District Court of 
the District of Columbia was also in atten-
dance.

The event featured speeches from the 
Consortium’s President, Judge Edward 
Clifton, and Judge Blackburne-Rigsby, as 
well as Higuchi. Epstein Becker Green rec-
ognized Higuchi for her commitment to 
diversity both in the District of Columbia 
legal community and at Heart Mountain. 
Higuchi is a former Epstein Becker Green 
attorney.

Stuart Gerson, on behalf of the firm, 
noted, “Shirley and her family—what a 
fabulous legacy—are greatly to be com-
mended, and we’re very proud in our firm 
that we’ve had a very small role.”

Higuchi said later, “We would not be 
where we are today without the  board and 
the advisory council who give so much to 
the Foundation every day, our amazing 
staff and volunteers and our donors. It is a 
team effort in every sense, and it has been 
an honor for me to be a part of it. I look 
forward to seeing what we continue to ac-
complish together.”

Congressman Mike Honda (D–CA) 
was in attendance at the event, recalling 

Pairing its commitment to examining 
the treatment of minorities in the courts 
with the Heart Mountain Wyoming Foun-
dation’s (HMWF) dedication to issues of 
prejudice faced by Japanese Americans 
during World War II, the National Con-
sortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in 
the Courts (NCREFC) will hold its 26th 
annual meeting in Cody, Wyo., in 2014. 

It is the first time in the history of the 
NCREFC that their annual meeting will 
be held in the Rocky Mountain West. The 
site is a significant location for the event 
because of its history as one of the places 
where people of Japanese ancestry were 
unjustly incarcerated during World War II. 
The event will also draw upon the signifi-
cance of Heart Mountain for Native Amer-
icans, and will include speakers from the 
tribal courts in the region.

Judge Anna Blackburne-Rigsby, who 
organized the NCREFC’s 25th annual 
meeting, believes it is critical for the orga-
nization to address and educate attendees 
about issues facing immigrants and mi-
norities. She said, “It continues to happen 
unless we continue to keep these issues in 
the forefront.”

With fundraising well underway, 
HMWF Chair Shirley Ann Higuchi and 
co-chairs of the 2014 conference, Aura 
Newlin and Eric Muller, are deep into 
planning the June 2014 event. Speakers like 
Secretary Norman Mineta, Senator Alan 
Simpson and Judge Lance Ito—all familiar 
faces at our annual pilgrimages—will be 
in attendance, as will many legal scholars, 
judges and lawyers.

On October 3, 2013 the Heart Mountain 
Wyoming Foundation and the NCREFC 
participated in a kick-off event for the 2014 
collaboration for the 26th Annual Meeting. 
The event was hosted by the D.C. law firm 
of Epstein Becker Green. The HMWF has 
currently raised approximately $20,000 in 
donations and pledges for the 2014 con-
ference, which will take place June 25–28, 
in Cody, including sessions at the Heart 
Mountain Interpretive Center.

This event was one in a series of recent 
opportunities that the Foundation hopes 
will foster national awareness of the Inter-
pretive Center for the work it is doing to 
preserve the legacy of Japanese American 

the story of Secretary Norman Mineta and 
Senator Alan Simpson, who met at Heart 
Mountain as boy scouts. He also spoke 
about the friendship between Floyd Mori, 
former President of the Japanese Ameri-
can Citizens’ League, and Representative 
Bill Thomas, former Chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee. Their friendship 
greatly influenced Representative Thomas, 
who became instrumental in creating what 
is now known as the Japanese American 
Confinement Sites Grant Program.

“That’s what the Heart Mountain tradi-
tion is about,” said Congressman Honda. 
“To give an opportunity to teach people 
who don’t know—who should know—
and future generations to learn about the 
American experience, what the Japanese 
Americans had experienced and its rel-
evance to the future.”

Heart Mountain to Host NCREFC Annual Meeting

PHOTO BY WARREN MARUYAMA
Pictured from L to R: Carrie Valiant (Epstein Becker Green), Judge Edward Clifton (President of the NCREFC), 
Shirley Ann Higuchi, Judge Anna Blackburne-Rigsby (Chair of the 25th Annual NCREFC Meeting), Judge Richard 
Roberts (Chief Judge of the US District Court in DC)

Thanks to those who have donated or 
made pledges for the 2014 Conference:

The American Psychological Association
The Annie E. Casey Foundation
Epstein Becker Green
Hogan Lovells
Holland & Hart LLP
The Olender Foundation
Vinson & Elkins LLP
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By Katharine Chizuko Solien

An American flag flies at the Honor Roll 
Memorial overlooking the vast site where 
the Heart Mountain Relocation Center 
once stood, with the towering silhouette of 
Heart Mountain rising in the distance.  

The flag is raised and lowered, just as 
it was when 10,000 Japanese Americans 
were imprisoned here, in a quiet ritual of 
patriotism that commemorates internees 
who served in the armed forces during 
World War II. Today, the Heart Mountain  
Wyoming Foundation (HMWF) in  
collaboration with the National Park 
Service (NPS) is taking important mea-
sures to preserve the Honor Roll Memorial 
so that future generations can remember 
the extraordinary courage of these brave 
men and women.

More than 800 individuals left their 
families behind the barbed wire fences of 
Heart Mountain to defend their country 
during World War II, and their names 
are listed individually on the Honor Roll. 
Many fought with great heroism in the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, the 
segregated Japanese American unit consid-
ered to be the most decorated infantry unit 
in U.S. Army history for its size and length 
of service. Fifteen from Heart Mountain 
were killed in action and two received 
the Medal of Honor, the military’s highest 
award. Today, the Honor Roll preserves the 
memory of these men and women.  

“It is a crucial piece of the historic 
site, standing as a testament to the loyalty 
of those who, despite severe slight by 
their government, served bravely for our  
nation,” said Brian Liesinger, Executive 
Director of the Heart Mountain Wyoming 
Foundation.

The Honor Roll was built by Heart 
Mountain internees near the main gate 
of the camp in August 1944. They hand-
painted the names of the servicemen and 
women from Heart Mountain onto grey 
asbestos panels, mounted onto a wood 
frame bulletin board. They collected stones 
from the nearby Shoshone River to build 
a circular wall and steps to define a base, 
where they erected a wooden flagpole. 
Today, upon close observation of the 
stone wall, one can trace handprints in the 

mortar left by the internees when they built 
the memorial.

In recent years, the monument has un-
dergone several improvements. In 2003, 
the original Honor Roll, which had faded 
due to exposure to the elements was re-
placed with a new signboard. In 2005, the 
structure was integrated into the Setsuko 
Saito Higuchi Memorial Walking Tour—an 
interpretive trail that features eight inter-
pretive signs describing facets of the camp’s 
history. At this time, the wood flagpole was 
replaced with a metal pole. In 2006, the 
Honor Roll and the surrounding site was 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
by the National Park Service. Today, the 
Honor Roll is open at all times and is an 
important part of the Center’s educational 
programming.  

“We encourage every visitor to the In-
terpretive Center to visit the Honor Roll 
and take the Walking Tour,” said Liesinger. 
The Honor Roll is one of the few original 
structures that remain from the camp, 
including a few hospital buildings, the hos-
pital boilerhouse and chimney and one of 
the root cellars.

Unfortunately, after decades of exposure 
to the harsh Wyoming weather, the stone 
wall and steps surrounding the Honor Roll 
have started to fail. The masonry was built 
simply by the internees, without structural 
foundations, and now the original mortar 

and stones have become loose.
In August 2012, Christy Fleming, Chief 

of Interpretation at the National Park 
Service Bighorn Canyon Recreation Area  
(BCRA) and Ted Preator, BCRA His-
toric Preservationist, met with the HMWF 
Board of Directors to discuss a joint project 
between Heart Mountain and the National 
Park Service. Fleming, former HMWF 
Deputy Executive Director, was familiar 
with the importance of maintaining the 
Honor Roll, and Preator brought extensive 
experience in masonry restoration. 

“When I was at Heart Mountain, we 
knew that the Honor Roll needed work,” 
Fleming recalled, “and the stones from the 
wall were starting to disappear.”

Kris Horiuchi, HMWF Board Member 
and principal of Horiuchi Solien Landscape 
Architects in Falmouth, Mass., worked 
with Fleming and Preator on a restoration 
plan for the stone wall and steps. 

“The board agreed that preserving the 
historic character of the wall was essential,” 
noted Horiuchi. The original river stones 
will be reset and the new mortar will match 
the color and texture of the original wall.  

“It’s a challenging restoration project,” 
said Preator, “and it’s important that the 
new masonry matches the original so that 
it will be hard to tell the sections that we 
worked on.” 

Fleming is quick to point out that the 

Preservation of Honor Roll Memorial Underway

The Honor Roll Memorial rests on a bluff above the Heart Mountain Interpretive Center, surrounded by 
interpretive signs and the Setsuko Saito Higuchi Memorial Walking Tour.
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project is intended ultimately to “pre-
serve—not reconstruct” a valued historic 
and cultural landmark. “Part of the NPS 
mission is to preserve historic places,” she 
said. “And we are honored to share our 
skills and labor to ensure the Heart Moun-
tain Honor Roll endures.”  

Through a Memorandum of Agree-
ment, NPS will provide HMWF with labor 
and technical assistance on culturally 
significant structures and landscapes. The 
Honor Roll project has been divided into 
two phases.  Phase I, completed in August 
2013, focused on rebuilding the main entry 
steps and adding a handrail.  Phase II will 
include the restoration of the circular wall 
and the two rear steps. This phase will 

Representatives from the Heart Mountain Wyoming Founda-
tion showed their support for the Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL) by sponsoring a table at their annual gala held on 
October 10, 2013. This year, the event recognized Chair of the 
Presidential Advisory Commission on Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders Daphne Kwok, National Park Service Director Jon 
Jarvis, Southwest Airlines, Toyota and Congressman Mike Honda 
(D–CA).

“In 2013, we honored those who have made outstanding con-
tributions to promote diversity, the idea that opportunity belongs 
to everyone,” said Priscilla Ouchida, President of the JACL, in an 
interview.

In addition to recognizing the honorees, the event celebrated 
the efforts of the JACL during the past year and throughout the 
organization’s history. Since the 1930s, the JACL has built itself 
into a key supporter of civil rights. Secretary Norman Mineta, 
who spoke briefly at the event noted, “There’s no question that 
the Japanese American Citizens’ League has been the banner or-
ganization for the Japanese American community, in particular, 
but also as the oldest Asian American civil rights organization, 
it has been carrying the banner for the Asian Pacific American 
community for a long time.”

During the past year, the JACL fought for comprehensive im-
migration reform. At its summer convention in Washington, 
D.C., participants lobbied their state representatives and senators 
to support legislation that would allow immigrants to bring their 
families to this country and provide a pathway to citizenship for 
the DREAMers, individuals who meet the requirements of the 
Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) 
Act. Participants came from all over the country and met with 
many members of the House and Senate. The JACL also support-
ed the push to give Nisei veterans the Congressional Medal of 
Honor.

At the October event, Congresswoman Judy Chu, Chair of the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus, told the attend-
ees, “It was so moving for me to be able to see these elderly Nisei 

finally getting the recognition that they deserved right there at the 
U.S. Capitol.”

Still, the work of the JACL is far from over. An organization 
that has had to rebuild and rebrand itself several times over the 
last few decades, the JACL is currently pushing for younger gen-
erations to take on more active roles in the organization and has 
become increasingly active not only in Japanese American affairs 
but also in Asian Pacific American and minority affairs in general.

“We must continue to look at our young people to become the 
champions of diversity, to become champions in their own right,” 
said Congressman Mike Honda in his remarks.

“Jon Jarvis, Congressman Mike Honda—the people who were 
honored at the JACL gala have also supported us,” said Chair 
Shirley Ann Higuchi. “We felt that it was important for us to show 
our appreciation for them, and to the JACL, which has been so 
supportive of our own work.”

HMWF Supports JACL at Annual Gala

begin in June and be completed prior to 
the 2014 Pilgrimage in August, which will 
honor the late Senator Daniel Inouye and 
all those who served in the armed forces.

“With preservation being a main part of 
our mission, we hold sacred the few struc-
tures of the Heart Mountain World War II 
Japanese American confinement site that 
remain,” said Liesinger. “By preserving the 
Honor Roll, we ensure that future genera-
tions learn about and honor the sacrifices 
of Japanese Americans incarcerated here 
during World War II.”

Katie Solien is the granddaughter of Heart 
Mountain internee, Katsuhiro Horiuchi, and 
attends Tabor Academy in Massachusetts.

PHOTO BY HANA MARUYAMA
Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation Board Chair Shirley Ann Higuchi (center) 
poses here with Congressman Mike Honda (D–CA) and Congresswoman Judy 
Chu (D–CA) at the 2013 Japanese American Citizens’ League Annual Gala. 

The Honor Roll Memorial commemorates by name 
the men and women from Heart Mountain who  
served in World War II. 
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Warm Thanks in this Cold Season: Executive Director Brian Liesinger

With snow drifting at the 
entranceway of the Inter-
pretive Center and forcing 
its way in the front door, 
I imagine this winter be-
ing much like the winter of 
1942–43 endured by the first 
Heart Mountain internees. 
They were greeted not only 
with barracks and barbed 
wire but also biting winds 
and an intense chill brought 
on by sub-zero tempera-
tures. The positive spin on a harsh winter 
in Wyoming is that recent visitors to the 
Center are presented with an authentic 
internee experience. They can better con-
sider the shock the west coasters would 
have experienced coming from temperate 
climates to Northwest Wyoming. I shiver 
at the thought of the wind ripping through 
the cracks in the barracks walls. But then 
my mind gravitates back to the work we’re 
doing today and the ongoing support we 
receive, and I am warmed. It is with great 
pride that I look back on the successes of 
2013 and thank those who made these suc-
cesses possible. 

Without you, donors and 
members, volunteers and 
in-kind contributors, Heart 
Mountain champions and 
word-of-mouth messengers, 
we would not be thriving—
building an endowment and 
improving the historic Heart 
Mountain World War II 
Japanese American Confine-
ment Site. 

With your generous  
donations and member-

ship, you enabled us to serve 12,427 visi-
tors at the Interpretive Center in 2013, 
allowing us to open the doors seven days 
a week in the summer and four days a 
week in the winter. You have allowed us 
to feature special exhibits in the gallery. 
You have contributed to the renovation of 
the iconic boilerhouse chimney and the  
historic Honor Roll Memorial. 

With hard work and the contributions of 
goods and services, you have helped build 
the newly-dedicated James O. Ito Historic 
Garden, maintain the grounds and keep 
our archives in order. 

With the contribution of artifacts and 

documents, you have enriched our exhib-
its, filled our archives and given us a wealth 
of primary source material to draw on for 
education and research. 

And with the dedication of the board of 
directors and advisory council members, 
all of whom have their hearts in the work 
of the Heart Mountain Wyoming Founda-
tion, we are guided on a sure course toward 
long-term stability and growth. 

I offer my sincerest thanks to you all, 
on behalf of the entire staff. Through your 
contributions we maintain the historic site 
and advance the Foundation’s mission. We 
will continue to serve visitors, expand out-
reach and ensure the site educates genera-
tions to come about the Japanese American 
confinement at Heart Mountain. 

The book is closed on 2013, and it’s full 
speed ahead in 2014, as indicated by Board 
Chair Shirley Ann Higuchi’s column in this 
newsletter. I’m energized by the projects 
ahead, the partnerships to be made and the 
visitation coming our way. And I ask you 
to join us in continued successes. It is you 
on which our Foundation has been built, 
and it is with you that we will continue to 
strengthen it. 

The Ford Foundation
Marguerite A. Walk Private Foundation

National Parks Service: Japanese American Confinement Sites Program

Thank you donors: 2013

Kris Horiuchi & Daniel Solien
Humanities Montana

Dr. George & Ikuko Kawahara
The Olender Foundation

Dr. R. Dana Ono & Anne Wagner
Annie E. Casey Matching Gifts Program

Sam & Helene Mihara
Shirley S. Mikami

Douglas & Linda Nelson
David & Kathy Saito Yuille

Wyoming Humanities Council
Wyoming Department of Agriculture

Ishiyama Foundation
Shirley Ann Higuchi

William I. Higuchi, PhD.
Park County Travel Council

Professor Eric Muller & Leslie Branden-Muller
The Seattle Foundation (Anonymous)

The First Peoples Fund
Mrs. Arthur Emi

$25,000 to $70,000

$10,000 to $24,999 $2,500 to $9,999

Brian Liesinger
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American Psychological 
 Association
Anonymous
Drs. Lenox & Fran Baker
Chouinard Family Trust
Jim & Ginger Dager

Walter Eggers
Epstein, Becker & Green, PC
Yasuko Ikeda
Toshiko Nagamori Ito
Denis & Helen Kuwahara

Teresa Markowitz
Fudeko T. Maruyama
James McIlwain
Norman & Danealia Mineta
Nelson Family Foundation

Northwest College
Eugene S. & Mikiko K. Sasai
Al & Ann Simpson
Joyce Tanimoto
Maye Umemoto

Vinson & Elkins, L.L.P.,
 Attorneys at Law
Tim & Claudia Wade
J.D. Warren
Charlie & Jennifer Wilson

$1,000 to $2,499

Mark Akutagawa & Theodore 
 Hiroshi Akutagawa
Allison Appraisals & 
 Assessments
Roger & Joyce Amadon
Keith A. Barker
Ted & Judie Blair
Sheila Bray
James Carlson
Carol Chapman
Lynn Y. Chapman
Karen Chittenden & 
 Warren Maruyama
Danielle Jo & Cory Constein
Ralph & Barbara Crane
Bernadette Coughenour
Richard G. Ewig
Emily U. Filling
John Flaningam
Ford Foundation Matching 
 Gifts Program
Kit & Ellen Fujiwara
Kristine Futa
Dora Gomez

Ms. Theresa Gunn
Masao & Dianne Hamano
Ms. Lynnmarie Hannapel
Joyce L. Harkness
Suzanne Hart
Heart Mountain IX Committee
Rose M. Hirasawa
Norman F.H. & Mary S.W. Ho
Sayo Yamada-Horgen 
 & Mark Horgen
Takashi Hoshizaki
Kazuko Immisch
John Irwin & Monica Messer
Joyce Ishimoto
Tadao & Janet Ito
Michael J. Jenkoski
George & Susan Kinoshita
Eric & Chrislyn Ito Kodama 
Barbara M. Kono
Kresge Foundation 
 Matching Gifts Program
Benjamin Kruger
Joanne & Alan Kumamoto
Kupfer Family Trust

Don M. & Beverly B. Kurtz
Richard & Frances Kushino
Kimberly LaPierre
Susan Latos
Richard Lehmann & 
 Kathleen Feely
Jack G. Lewis & Lee Clark
Rod & Doris Liesinger
Jim Linton, Linton’s 
 Big “R” Stores
Yuriko Kojima Livingston
Stevan Leger & Zan Liljegren
Janice A. Lenhard
Louise K. Epstein & 
 Stephen Marzen
Amy T. Mass 
Dr. Kayoshi Masuoka
Ed & Yoshiye Mayeda
Paul Mayeshiba
Winifred Yoshiye Hanaoka 
 Melendez
Edward T. Miyakawa &  
 Shirley A. Witt-Miyakawa
Roger & Susan Mouri 

Michael Murakami 
Judith & George Murakami
Don & Mary Muraoka
Richard J. Muscio
David Nakaki
Alice Nakashima
Robert S. Nishinaka
George M. Ogata
Tak & Emmy Ogawa
James & Eiko Oka
Janice Ono
Willinda Oudin
Eiji Owada
Gretchen Papka
Patricia Andow-Plum & 
 Larry R. Plum
Allen F. & Kristin Rapacz
F. William & Peggy Russo
Gay Rutherford
Elaine Sanada
San Diego Lions Welfare 
 Foundation
Mae Lani Morioka & 
 Roger Sanjek

Catherine C. & Frank H.
 Schmidt
George T. Shimizu
Keiji & Marilyn Shimizu
Marc B. Sugiyama
Calvin & Marie Tajima
Julie Takahashi
Bert & Ailene Tanaka
Dr. Midori A. Yenari Tong
Nadine Tono
William Ujiiye
Thomas & Masaru Umemoto
Raymond S. & 
 Yoshiko M. Uno
James & Pat Warren
Jerry & Ann White
Shigeru Yabu
Jack & Grace Ybarra
Margaret York & Lance Ito
Wells Fargo Bank
Wyoming Financial 
 Insurance, Inc.
Motoyuki Yamaga
LaDonna Zall
Zen Center of Los Angeles

$250 to $999

Niro & Atsuko Abe 
Cynthia L. & M. David 
 Akiyama
Don & Karen Amend 
Nancy K. Araki 
David Bailey 
Lawrence & Phyllis Baker
Gordon Barrows, Barrows Inc.
Donna & Donald 
 Baumgarther 
Dan & Lynn Bennion, 
 Bennion Construction, Inc.
David H. Blevins 
Fred Bronnenberg, 
 Groathouse Construction
Elaine N. & R. M. Chapman
Sue Lin Chong 
Glenn Chong, Hoag Medical 
 Foundation
Anthony & Diane Cipolione
Steve & Sheila Clements
Senator Hank Coe 
John & Terry Collins 

Ms. Rebecca S. Colson
Josephine Cook 
Sharon Okashima Coors & 
 Robert Coors 
Chie Higuchi Craig 
Dennis & Christy Davis
Judy Y. Dionzon 
Joshua Steven Doi
Roy H. Doi 
Mark Nagumo & Janis Dote
Betsy Downey 
Don Easton 
Bruce & Jan Eldredge 
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Emi 
Ms. Karen Ferguson 
David Fike 
Petria & Scott Fossel 
David Fukagawa 
Mike & Peggy Fuson 
Jean Fumiye Garcia 
Bill Garlow 
Rod & Sandy Garnett 
Irene M. Graff & Debra 
 Hamano

Alan S. Goldin & 
 Judith P. Gregory
Joanne Goldman 
Jeffery & Janice Grayson
Fred & Mary Lee Haddenhorst
Valerie Walsh-Haines & 
 Lee Haines 
Ken & Joann Hamamura
Drs. Donald R. & 
 Mary Nishi Harkness 
Susan & Terry Hart
Ted & Harriet Hashimoto 
Jason & Linda Hatakeyama
The Hida Family
Rebecca Schmitt & 
 Robert Higuchi
Lee & Jan Hermann 
James N. & Patricia J. Higuchi 
Ann M. Hinckley 
David & Lisa Hintermeister
Donna Hiraga-Stephens
Greg & Pat Hodges 
Dee Hoffmann 

Thomas G. & Sandra H. 
 Hollinger Homesteader 
 Museum
Ellen Hongo
John Honour 
Kats & Bambi Horiuchi 
Hiroshi & Cappe Hoshizaki 
Lynn J. Houze 
Robert J. LeMaire & 
 Irene Emiko Igawa 
Helen H. Igoe 
Paul Ikeda 
Meiko Inaba 
Irene Hirano Inouye 
Yoshio & Dorothy Inouye
Thomas & Nancy Inui 
Takuhei & Kathy Iseri 
Alyce E. Ishimoto 
Hiro & Elaine Iwasaki 
Roger & Patricia Jacobson 
Kelly Johnson 
Nobuji & Hisako Kamei 
Gail Kaminishi 

Barbara & Douglas M. 
 Kanaya 
Amy E. Kato 
Lewis Kawahara 
Seichi & Shu Konno 
Akio Konoshima 
Sumiye Konoshima 
Jindrich Kopecek 
Ichiro & Hatsuko Kosha
Tony & Susie Krausen 
David & Sharon Kumagai 
Taka Kutsuma 
June (Akizuki) Kuwada 
Dr. James Landers 
Nathan Lee 
Norman Lilley 
Thomas J. Luginbill 
Mike Mackey 
Eiko Yokota Koto Magner
Michael & Pamela Masterson
Marathon Oil Company
Ben & Mary Lou Marchello
Marquis Awards & 
 Specialties, Inc.

$100 to $249
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$100 to 249 (continued)
Ron S & Helen Matsunaga
Frank & Emiko Matsuno
Vern & Carol Matsuura 
Yoko Hoshizaki Matsuura 
William McCormick 
Marjorie Messenger 
Lynn Chieko Mikami 
Denny Menholt Chevrolet  
 Buick GMC, Cody
Amy Miyakawa 
Judy Momii 
Bryan Monteith 
Betty Y. Mow 
Dennis Murray 
Ester Johansson Murray 
David & Nancy Myers 
Rex Myers & Susan Richards 
Patricia & Steve Nagano 
Frank H. Nagashima 
Reiko Nagumo 
David Nakamura 
Tsuyaye “Sue” Nakao 

Allyson Nakamoto 
Sandie Nakayama 
Mark Namba 
Aura Newlin & Michael Gould 
Sheila R. & Douglas O. Newlin
John & Trudy Nishizu 
Susan & Alan Nomoto
David & Cindy Nomura 
Rick and Julie Norberg, 
 The Lamplighter Inn
Elaine & Henderson 
 Nu’uhiwa
Carlo Okada & Keith Okada
Yukiko Okada 
Thomas S. & Gloria S. Oki
Kunio Otani 
Raymond & Julia Y. Otani
Monica & Peter Overly
Joyce Yuri Oyama 
Louise R. Oyama 
Mieko A. Ozeki 
Vernon E. & Charlotte 
 Palmour

Ara & Shirley Paul 
Paul I. Pedtke 
Powell Drug
Kiyoko Penso 
Pam Praeger 
Benny (Ret. Army) & Linda 
 Quiseng
Bayard D. Rea 
Jane Richardson & Dennis 
Hejduk Marybeth & 
 Lynn Richardson 
Sarah Ricks & Tom 
 Dolgenos 
Peggy Rohrbach 
Edith M. Rothschild 
George & Irene Saito 
Bacon Sakatani 
Ernest Kazato & 
 Carolyn M. Sakauye
Cynthia Scarborough 
Frank & Irene Schubert 
Frances Kinoshita Scott

Rod & Carole Sekimoto 
Jon Shirota 
Ginny Singer & Don Dunleavy
Ken & Lesa Stockwell 
Jerry Stringham 
Pat Stuart 
Janet M. Sumida 
Frank Y. & Mae Kido Suto
Tatsuye Suyeishi 
Akira & Martha Suzuki
Jun & Shizie Taira 
Stephanie Takaragawa 
Mickey & Carolyn Takeshita
Lori Tanaka 
Eugene K. & Helen Tashima
Joy K. Teraoka 
Marjorie Tsuji & Chris Tsuji 
Masaru Edward & 
 Sachiko Urata
Ethel & Juno Uyematsu
Edward M. & Momyo Wada 
Joyce Waddell 

Fred Watkins & 
 Laurel Vredenburg 
Frieda Anne Watson 
Dr. Barry & Lori Welch
Ken Williams 
Richard B. & Harriet 
 Bloom Wilson
Matthew & Jennifer 
 Winslow
Ross & Billie Wortham 
Christine & Jeff Yada 
George & Aki Yamaoka
David Yamamoto 
Jane Yamamoto 
Glen Yamashita
Hideko Yamashita 
Amy Yasui 
Dale & Crystal Yonker 
Elaine E. Yoshida 
Pauline K. Yoshida 
Sam Yoshikawa 
Anne N. Young & 
 Jim Nielson

$50 to $99 

Jina Miharu Polk Accardo
Forrest R. Allen 
Anonymous
Robert Y. & June M. Asato 
Yvonne Ashley 
Steve & Sharon Bailey 
Wendy Barteaux & 
 Kim Wilbert
Robin Bartel 
Lindsey Hayes & Ben Beasley
Michael & Marjane Belomyzy 
Wendy & Warren Blumenthal
Nardine K. Brandon 
George Brooks & Carol A. 
 Hoshizaki-Brooks 
Robert A. & Linda R. Burt
Madeline Sachiko Mizukami 
Chandler Keith &  
 Cindy Collins
Stuart W. Conner & 
 Susan McDaniel 
Jim & Virginia Court 
Wink & Carol Davenport
Kathleen Oshiro Dawson 
 & John Dawson 
Oliver M. & Goldy M. Dawson 
Raymond Dell’Isola Family 
Nancie Doughty 
Susan (Hioki) Dunn 
Kikumi Endo 
Mary M. Endo 
Engineering Associates
Joanne & Anthony Erceg
Jason & Jennifer Fernelius

Marie & Robert Fontaine
Dennis & Linda Frische-Mouri 
 & Family
Stan & Sharon Fujimoto
Amiee & Walter Fujinami 
J.R. & M.B. Fujise 
Richard Fujita 
Dan and Betty Taka Fujiwara
Dick K. & Chiyeko A. 
 Fukumoto 
John & Janet Furukawa
Kiyomi (Okamoto) Fukushima 
Erin Butler & Reza Fiyouzat 
Helen Fukuhara 
John Gallagher & Sue 
 Simpson-Gallagher
Judith Powers & 
 Rex Gantenbein
Edward Marshall Giese 
Raymond W. Grieshaber 
James H. & Renie Y. Grohl
Sumi M. & Scott N. Grossman 
Kay Guinto 
George K. & Shiz Hanada
Pamela A. Hashimoto & 
 Robert Cottrell 
Ike & Ruth Hatchimonji
Mike & Grace Hatchimonji
Toshio & Takeko Hayashi
Fred T. & Sadie Hifumi
Albert Hioki 
Lily Chieko Hioki 
Mary Hoshizaki 
Mary Humstone 

IBM International Foundation
Xavier Y. & Dawn Ikei 
Tetsu & Amy Iko 
Lloyd & Tazuko Inui 
Michiko M. Itatani 
Naoko Yoshimura Ito 
Serge P. Jaskow & Adair 
 Bowlby-Jaskow 
Erin & Dave Johnson 
Rudy & Dawn Jolovich
Sumi K. Joyner 
Tadashi Kagawa 
Kenneth Y. Kamei & 
 Ellen M. Kamei 
Mark Kataoka & Cheryl Lai
R. Scott & Margaret Kath
Eiichi & Iyoko Nakao 
 Katsuyoshi
Lisa Kawahara 
Stephen & Delcey Kawasaki
Tim & Lynda King 
Shigeru & Miyeko Kinoshita
Yosh & Irene Kiyokawa
Dolores L. & James W. Koski
David & Akiko Kubo
Harry Le Vine, Jr.
Armand & Arle Lohof 
Dennis & Susan Mar 
Gregory M. Marutani 
Yoshimi & Rosie Maruyama
Mr. & Mrs. Matsuura
Jeremy & Jacqueline 
 McAlister 
Nancy McClure 

Allison McIver
Dale Minami & Ai Mori
Janet & Henry Minami
Ruri Miura 
Dr. Osamu “Ham” & 
 Akiko Miyamoto
Don & Martha Moewes
Kikuko O. & Thomas Moon
Asa & Barbara Mori
S. Floyd & Irene Mori 
Frank & Amy Morikawa 
Kenneth & Sheila Morimoto
Susan Morita & 
 James Wearda 
Bruce and Patrice Morse 
Rod & Lynn Morrison 
Dick Mullineaux 
Sam & Sachiko Saks Mukai 
David G. & Diana Muller 
Love & Roger Murray 
Mitsuye Nakao 
Tsutomu & Shirley Nakasako 
Jerry & Tami Neal 
Andrew D. Newlin 
Moriyoshi & Mildred 
 Nishihira 
Tamotsu Nishimura 
Joyce Nishioka 
Togo & Eleanor Nishiura
John & Lilyan Y. Nitta 
Ujinobu & Y. Grace Niwa
Petroglyphs Guest House
Peggy Seo & Kenji Oba
Tomiaki & Nobuko Okada

Amy Okagaki 
Dr. Robbin & Arlene Okamoto
R. Scott & Geri Okamoto
Brian & Miyuki Okamoto
Mark & Joan Olson 
Ron Olson 
Joanne F. & Stephen L. 
 Oppenheim
George Oshiro 
Roy & Lily Ozaki 
Stephen Parker 
Judge Hunter & 
 Charlotte Patrick
Bill & Cinty Patten 
P. Paulson 
Penninsula Artists Guild
Brian & Carrie Peters 
Ms. Ruby E. Quarterman 
Jim & Donna Quinn 
Annemarie Rawlinson 
Christina Rockrise & 
 David Brown 
Stephanie & Andy Rose
Deborah & Fumi Yabe Saito
Mark & Kate Sandberg
Eric Sandeen 
Bethany & Jeff Sandvik
Mary Sasaki 
Ben T. & Carolyn H. Seo 
Kaoru Kirk Shibata 
Janice Shigehara 
Ko Shimizu 
Peggie Shoji 
Cliff & Lila Sillerud 
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Mary S. Akashi 
David D. Anderson 
Frances M. Audier 
Harold Bailey 
Harold J. Bailey 
Sharon Beckman 
Jane Beckwith 
Ronald G. Blevins 
Robert Bonner 
Joan S. Borst 
Betsy Brown 
Susan Brown 
Carissa Camp 
Jean Carter & Dean Goeldner
Katherine Chang 
Toshi Chinn 
Jerry Clark 
Marilyn Cravens 
Helen B. Clarke 
William H. Collier 
Adele S. Collier 
Marie Coon 
Paul D. Courchaine 
Gayle Cunningham 
The Honorable Stanley J. Daily
Jessica A. Davis 
Chris DeRosa 
Shig & Sue Dohara 
Kathy Dolan 
Mr. David D. Dominick
Katherine Domoto 
Joyce Dougherty 
Kent Eberspacher 
Arthur G. & Kathy R. Elser
Fujiye Endo 
Dorothy & Harold Everson
Michael A. Farley & 
 Melissa C. Coleman 
Hathaway C. Ferebee
Troy Fischer 
Virginia Fish 
Christy Fleming 
Midori Fontaine 
George Fujikawa 
David Fujioka 
Wendy T. Fukuda 
Yoneichi Fukui 
Kikumi Funabiki 
Nobuko Funatake 
Gerald Giraud 

Mary Ellen Goff 
Andrea Graham 
Rev. Daphne Grimes
Jordan M. Haas 
Mary Y. Hahn 
Nancy Hall 
Mary Yoshinaga Hamasaki
Ann Hart 
Christine Hashimoto 
Lily Hataye 
John Y. & Alice H. Hayakawa
Hatsuko Mary Higuchi
Amy I. Higuchi 
Jerry A. Hinaga 
Ted & Alice Hirabayashi
Glen Susumu Hiranuma
Margaret A. Holland 
Shig Honda 
Teruo Hosaka 
Jodi L. Hottel 
Elaine Keiko Houston 
Dennis M. How 
Richard Hubacher 
Carolyn Huebner 
Yuko Hughes 
John R. Huntzinger
Masako Marylyn Ikegami
William Iko 
Amy Imai 
James K. & Mariko Imai
Hal H. Ise 
George N. Iseri 
James Y. Iso 
Kathleen Emi Ito 
Taeko Ito 
Gene & Jane Itogawa 
Minnie Itow 
Eiko Iwata 
Gwenn Jensen 
Curtis & Virginia Joe 
Roselyn Jung 
Gerald A. Kado 
Mildred Kado 
Willy & Kimiko Kai 
Dorothy Kajiki 
Alberta R. Kassing 
John L. & Norma Kastien
Tak & Mary Katayama 
Lilly Y. Kato 
Richard Katz 

Aileen Y. Kawahara 
Meiji Kawakami 
Pat Kawamoto 
Hal & Barbara Keimi 
Constance E. Kemper II 
Sandy Kewman 
Art Kidwell 
Mae S. Kimura 
Mitsuko Kinoshita 
Cheryl K. Kolesien 
George & Betty Kometani 
Mieko Kosobayashi 
Howard Kuramitsu 
Frances Lee 
Jason A. Lillegraven 
Robert Lindauer 
Karen Little 
Kathie Lloyd 
Kazzy Lupton
Roger & Gerry Martin 
Julia Maruyama 
Toshio & Lily Matsumoto
Henry & Sadako Mayeda
Edward R. McAuslan 
Dorothy E. McDowell 
Julie McGinty 
Amy McKinney 
Richard N. Mikami 
Florence T. Mikawa
Nancy & Dave Miller 
Philip Mimaki 
Steve Mishima 
Harry Miyakusu 
Glenn Miyamoto 
Dudley Mizoguchi 
Andrew & Rachel Moine
Darryl Mori 
Kay Mori 
Yas Morioka 
Chizuko Morita 
Shizuko Morita 
Mitsuye Morrissey 
Linda Nagata 
Mark Nakagawa 
Donald Yoshitada Nakamura
Mitsuo Nakanishi 
Georgia T. Nakano 
Janice Nakashima 
Sumi Nakashima 
Tim Nishimoto 

Henry, Kimiyo & Craig 
 Nishimura 
Ruby H. Nitta 
Jack S. Nomura 
John Nomura 
Setsuko Morita Nomura 
Mr. Richard Oba 
Mary (Shitamoto) Ogi
Gerald & Diana Ogren
Bessie S. & Jon Ohnoki
George Y. Oka 
Nancy Ann Okano 
Joyce Okazaki 
Dianne Oki 
Frank T. Oki 
Karen Oldham 
Howard & Ann Oshiro 
Kei Oshiro 
Robert J. & Donna M. Oshiro
Ms. M. Oyama 
Judy Page 
Debra Prysby 
Lois Ann Ramirez 
Mona Raymundo 
Paul Reeves 
Ann W Reishus 
Jose Reyes, Ed.D, LPC 
Carol Richendifer 
Burt & Margo Riskedahl 
Kimberlee L. Ritchie 
Patricia B. Robbins
Sharon White Roland 
Sandra Root-Elledge 
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Roseman 
Margaret Saito 
Carol F. Samuel 
Jim Y. & Dorothy C. Sakabe 
Joel Schaaf
Jeanne Yamamoto Scharf
Gerald K. Schultz 
Janet I. Setsuda 
Jeanne Shannon 
Frank Shimada 
Nobu Shimokochi 
Manabu Shimoyama 
Tachi Shimoyama 
Andrea Shipley 
Tessy Shirakawa 
Bill Shishima 
Mildred Sieloff 

Carol B. Skram 
Shirley G. Smith
Marjorie M. Sperling 
Phillip A. Steele 
John Stelting 
Connie A. Stewart 
Terry Sugamura 
Ed Suguro 
Sadako Sumida 
Grant & Rachel Sunada
Allie Tegner 
Mabel Tosaya 
Kay Townsend 
Vadanak & Erica Try 
Makato Tsuchiya 
Mark M. & Aileen A. 
 Ueunten 
Hiromi Uyeda 
Frank Uyeda 
Haj & Joyce Uyehara 
Hana Uyemura
Mary Vaughan
Mickey Waddell 
Patti Waddell 
May Wakabayashi 
James Wakagawa 
Julie Walter
Dick Warren 
June E. Watanabe 
Richard & Marjorie Wilder 
Brenda Williams 
Margaret M. Willingham 
Christopher Wirth 
Ruth T. Yahanda 
Lily Yamada 
Gordon Yamamoto 
Nobuko K. Yamamoto
Mitsuye Yamamoto 
Carolyn Yamaoka 
Dorothy Yamashita 
Gail Yamashita 
Eunice Yanari
Hiroshi Yano
Kathleen Yano 
Ted & Sachiko Yasuhara
Fusae Yoshida 
Helen Yoshida 
Richard Yoshikawa 
Akira Yoshimura 

Gary W. & Elsie L. Smith
Lloyd & Peggy Snyder
Paul T. & Miyoko Sugihara
Raymond & Eileen Tabuchi
Ray & Fumi Tadakuma
Tom & Grace Takeuchi 
 Metta Tanikawa 

June Tanoue 
Peter & Ruth Torrey
Tom Thompson 
Aiko Tomikawa
James L. Muller & 
 Marion L. Trojan 
Fumiko Uehara 

Tsutomu & Jean Umekubo
Don Rolston & Barbara Uriu
Charles T. & Sumi Uyeda 
Joy Uyeki 
Judy Vernon 
Vision West, Inc.
Aaron Walker 

Duncan Williams 
Jodie Willison 
Joy E. Wilson 
Ken & Betty Witzeling 
Tracy W. & Kathleen 
 M. Wormald 
Eric Bittner & Helen Wunnicke 

Donald & Mary M. Yamamoto
Masako Yamamoto 
Denis & Margit Yasukawa
Kazuyo Yonemoto 
Cal Yoshikawa 
Michiko Yoshimura 
Janet N. Y. Zarchen

$20 to $49

$50 to $99 (continued)
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Maggie the Magpie: A Gift Fit for a Prince
When Sharyl McDowell sent a baby gift to the Duke and 

Duchess of Cambridge after the birth of their son, Prince George, 
she never expected to receive anything back from England. Yet, 
just weeks after she sent Shig Yabu’s book, Hello Maggie and a 
plush magpie from the Heart Mountain Interpretive Center gift 
shop, Sharyl received an official “thank you” card from the Royal 
Family.

“The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge were most touched 
by the thoughtful gift you so kindly sent on the occasion of the 
birth of their son, Prince George,” the note began.  “Their Royal 
Highnesses have been overwhelmed by all the wonderful mes-
sages and gifts they have received and send you their warmest 
thanks and best wishes.”  The inscription on the bottom of the 
note reads: “HRH Prince George Alexander Louis of Cambridge, 
22nd July, 2013.”

“Won’t it be nice,” Sharyl jokes, “when we see His Royal High-
ness being pushed in his pram, Maggie clutched in his little 
hand?”  

Sharyl has been at the Interpretive Center for a year and a half 
and serves as a year-round front desk receptionist.  She admits to 
being a bit of an Anglophile.

Hello Maggie is the story of young Shig Yabu, who while con-
fined at Heart Mountain, adopted a magpie and taught it to talk.  
It is illustrated by Willie Ito, who was incarcerated at Topaz, 
Utah, during the war. Both Hello Maggie and plush magpies are 
available at the Heart Mountain Interpretive Center gift shop. 

PHOTOS BY BETHANY SANDVIK

ABOVE: Sharyl McDowell 
holds her “thank you” card 
from Prince William and 
Princess Kate.

RIGHT: The gifts sent by 
McDowell to Prince George 
are available in the Heart 
Mountain Interpretive Center 
gift shop and online at  
shopheartmountain.org.


